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Issue:  The re ha bil i ta tion of  historic mill build ings may 
re quire the addition of a pedestrian  entrance or en tranc es 
in walls where few open ings pre vi ous ly existed. They are 
often need ed  when  in dus tri al buildings are con vert ed 
to mul ti ple uses where com mer cial or offi  ce space oc-
cupies the fi rst fl oor with apart ments above. Even when 
mill build ings are con vert ed solely to hous ing, ad di tion al 
en tries are need ed for the res i dents.

To meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Re ha bil i ta tion, new entrances should be simple in de-
 sign; they should not appear historic; they should blend 
in with the facade; and they should be un ob tru sive and 
mod est ly scaled. Mill build ings are often defi ned by their 
large multi-paned windows and even fenestration.  The 
num ber of new en try open ings should be lim it ed so that 
this character-defi ning as pect is retained.  Extending an 
ex ist ing win dow open ing down to ac com mo date a new 
pe des tri an door may be an ac cept able ap proach es pe cial ly 
if the es sence of the his tor ic window can be con veyed 
with multi-paned tran soms and sur rounds. 

Application 1 (Compatible entrance):The buildings  in 
this 19th century mill com plex are being converted to a 
com bi na tion com mer cial/res i den tial use. The plans called 
for com mer cial or offi   ce space oc cu py ing the fi rst fl oor 
with apart ments above as well as townhouse units with 
in de pen dent entries. In an eff ort to keep the in dus tri al 
char ac ter of the buildings as con veyed with the large 
multi-paned win dows and even fen es tra tion, the new 
entrances were in tro duced by ex tend ing the ex ist ing 
his tor ic win dow open ings. Steel en trance doors, some 
solid and some with multi-paned glaz ing, were in stalled. 
Glazed tran soms with a paned con fi g u ra tion to match 
the ad ja cent windows sur mount ed the doors. When the 
open ings were wider than the stan dard 3’-6”, a multi-
paned glazed side light was also in stalled. Both treat ments  
are com pat i ble and, thus, meet the Stan dards. 

Existing his tor ic win dow open ings were 

extended  to allow the in stal la tion of  new 

pe des tri an en tranc es. Multiple-paned 

glass tran soms and sur rounds match-

 ing the his tor ic grid pattern were used 

to keep the sense of his tor ic glaz ing. 



These bulletins are issued to explain preservation project decisions made by the U.S. Department of the Interior.  The resulting de ter mi na tions, based on the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, are not nec es sar i ly ap pli ca ble beyond the unique facts and circumstances of each particular case. 
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Application 2 (Compatible entrance):Another example where compatible new pedestrian en tranc es were added to historic 
mill buildings can be seen in this early 20th century complex. The new residential plan called for  single-loaded corridors with 
in te ri or res i den tial entries as well as new entrances on an exterior wall. The existing historic window open ings were much 
wider than those in the previous ex am ple. As a result, double-glazed doors with multi-paned glass, sur mount ed by an arched 
glazed transom with a  pane con fi g u ra tion matching the adjacent windows, were installed. This treatment allowed for new 
exterior entrances while keep ing the historic fen es tra tion pattern and, therefore, met the Secretary of the In te ri or’s Standards 
for Re ha bil i ta tion.

Existing historic window openings were extended to allow for the new below-grade pedestrian entrances. In order to keep the important historic 

fen es tra tion pattern, double doors with multi-paned glazing, surmounted by a glazed transom, were in stalled. The pane confi guration of both 

the door and transom units matched that of the adjacent windows. 

Application 3 (Incompatible entrance): This mill com plex with 
buildings dating back to the pre-Civil War era, once housed 
light forging, carpentry,  and  tooling machinery. Re cent 
re ha bil i ta tion work has con vert ed the buildings to offi   c es. 
As part of the re ha bil i ta tion, new pe des tri an en tranc es were 
pro posed at var i ous locations around the com plex. Part 2 
application draw ings pro posed residential-style doors with 6 
raised pan els, some with multi-paned glazed tran soms above. 
The State His tor ic Preservation Offi  ce en cour aged the own er 
to keep the entries within existing his tor ic window open ings 
and to install entrances that  re fl ect ed the in dus tri al char ac ter 
of the buildings. Al though the owner followed the state’s ad-
 vice to install the new pedestrian en tranc es within the ex ist ing 
win dow openings, the entrances with sidelights and doors 
with multi-paned glass are res i den tial in character. In order 
for the project to meet the Standards, these en tranc es must 
be revised to be more compatible with the industrial nature 
of the com plex.
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Above: 

Cutting new open ings for 

pedestrian en tranc es did 

not meet the Stan dards. 

Right: New pe des tri an en-

 tranc es were relocated to  

ex ist ing win dow open ings 

but doors and sur rounds 

were not compatible with 

the build ing’s industrial 

char ac ter.


